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COUNCIL  OFFICES, 
BEDWAS 


July,  1962. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Bedwas  and  Machen  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Graham  and  Gentlemen, 


I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  the 
31st  December,  1961. 


STATISTICS  RELATING  TO  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Approximate  area  of  the  district  6,200  acres 

Population  (Census  1961)  10,230 

Rateable  value  i 67,461 

Rate  in  the  £ levied  1961-62  ^111  Od. 

Product  of  the  Penny  Rate  ^258 


Population  figures  still  show  an  increase  and  the  total  live  births 
figures  are  twice  those  of  the  total  deaths  in  the  area,  so  that  the 
population  has  not  yet  reached  peak  figures  and  the  need  to  provide 
houses  is  imperative  to  house  the  requirements  of  this  growing  pop- 
ulation and  a well  planned  building  programme  will  alleviate  th3 
problems  of  the  various  people  requiring  houses. 
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BIRTH  RATE 


LIVE  BIRTHS  Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  ....  105  94  199 

Illegitimate  4 2 6 


Total 109  96  205 


Comparable  Birth-Rates  per  1,000  population 


Bedwas  and  Machen  U.D.C 18.15 

County  of  Monmoithshire  .....  .....  17.85 

STILL  BIRTHS  Males  Females  Total 

5 3 8 

Number  of  Still-births  — - - ■-  — 


Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Still  Births  :- 


Bedwas  and  Machen  U.D.C.  ....  ....  37.50 

County  of  Monmouth  23.39 


INFANT  MORTALITY 
Deaths  of  Children  under  ONE  year  :- 

Males  Females 


Under  1 Week 
Under  4 Weeks 
Over  4 Weeks 

Total  under  One  year 


1 1 0 
0 0 
0 0 


1 0 


INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  per  1,000  LIVE  BIRTHS 


Bedwas  and  Machen  U.D.C.  4.88 

County  of  Monmouth  .....  . .....  27.97 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

Number  of  Maternal  Deaths  1 


DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES 


Cause  of  Death 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

Cancer  (Stomach) 

Cancer  (Uterus) 

Cancer  (Other  Sites) 

Vascular  Lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  Heart  Disease 

Other  circulatory  disease  

Influenza 

Pneumonia  

Bronchitis 


Pregnancy,  Childbirth  Abortion 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  dis 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

TOTAL 


Males 

Females 

Total 

2 

1 

3 

4 

0 

4 

0 

1 

1 

3 

4 

7 

9 

12 

21 

11 

7 

18 

1 

0 

1 

6 

5 

11 

0 

6 

6 

0 

1 

1 

3 

2 

5 

2 

3 

5 

stem  0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

;es  2 

4 

6 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

1 

3 

4 

49 

53 

102 

DEATH  RATE  PER  THOUSAND  OF  POPULATION 


Bedwas  and  Machen  U.D.  10.00 

County  of  Monmouth  14.36 
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PREVALANCE  OF,  AND  CRONTROL  OVER 

Number 
of  cases 
2 
8 
3 
6 
1 
3 

285 


Total  308 


Apart  from  the  measles  notifications,  it  can  be  seen  that  the 
year  has  been  free  from  infectious  diseases  as  far  as  the  Bedwas  and 
Machen  area  is  concerned. 

Only  three  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  reported  during  the  year- 
all  pulmonary  type  and  it  appears  that  the  non-pulmonary  type  has 
almost  disappeared,  due,  mainly  to  the  heat  treatment  and  pasteur- 
isation of  the  milk  supply,  and  the  supervision  and  education  of 
food  handlers. 

The  travelling  X-ray  units  have  also  contributed  a very  valueable 
service  in  detecting  cases  very  early  in  the  stages  of  infection  and  in 
finding  cases  which  may  have  never  come  to  the  notice  of  doctors 
until  too  late  for  effective  treatment. 


INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

Notifications  received  during  the  year  :- 
Disease 
Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough  

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 

Dysentery  

Food-poisoning 

Pneumonia 

Measles 


WARD  INCIDECNE  - (Including  Tuberculosis) 


Meas-Tub-  Scar-Wh’g  Pneu-  Dys- Food 
Ward  les  c’osis  fever  c’gh  m’ia  ent’ry  p’s’g 


Maesycwmmer  8 1 0 0 3 0 0 

Bedwas  127  1 0 7 0 0 0 

Trethomas  140  0 2 1 0 6 0 

Machen  10  1 0 0 0 0 1 


Total  285  3 2 8 3 6 1 


9 


The  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  and  the  deaths  occurring 
from  the  disease  were  in  the  following  age  groups 

Cases  Notified  Deaths 

Act-  Period  — — 

Males  Females  Males  Females 


1 year  .....  1 0 0 0 

35  to  55  years  1 0 1 0 

55  years  and  over  .....  1 0 1 1 

Total  3 0 2 1 


HOUSING 


The  Council’s  house  building  programme  continues  steadily 
but  is  not  fast  enough  for  the  people  who  are  waiting  for  accommod- 
ation. The  houses  built  during  the  year  and  occupied  on  the  31st 


December  are  as  follows 

Council  owned  houses  30 

Privately  owned  houses  14 


The  number  of  separate  dwellings  owned  by  the  local  authority 
and  tenanted  on  the  31st  December  is  as  follows 


Temporary  (aluminium  bungalows)  50 

Permanent  1046 

Total  1096 
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WARD  DISTRIBUTION 


Ward 


No.  of 
Dwellings 


Maesycwmmer  161 

Bedwas  362 

Trethomas  ...  391 

Machen  182 


Total 


1096 


During  the  year,  a few  more  Improvement  Grants  were  made 
over  the  1960  figures  and  still  the  owners  of  some  of  the  tenanted 
houses  will  not  take  advantage  of  the  help  given  by  these  grants 
to  modernise  the  properties  and  install  the  conveniences  the  people 
desire.  All  the  grants  made  have  been  to  owner  occupiers. 


HOUSING  ACT,  1949 

as  amended  by  The  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954. 
IMPROVEMENTS  GRANTS  - Discretionary 


Number  of  Grants  made  during  1961  ....  3 

Amount  of  grants  during  1961  /584 


STANDARD  GRANTS 

Number  of  Grants  made  during  1961  21 

Amount  of  Grants  made  during  1961  .....  .....  /.2504 
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LOANS  FOR  IMPROVEMENTS 

Number  of  loans 
Amount  Loaned 


4 

£1117 


I am, 


Your  obedient  servant, 

K.  P.  GILES, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS’  REPORT 


COUNCIL  OFFICES, 

BEDWAS 
July,  1962. 


To 

The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Bedwas  and  Machen  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Graham  and  Gentlemen, 


I beg  to  submit  a very  brief  report  for  the  year  ended  the 
31st  December,  1961. 


NOTICES  SERVED 

1.  Public  Health  Act,  1936  (Sections  92  and  93) 

(Abatement  of  Nuisances  : Repairs  to  Properties) 

Preliminary  Notices  10- 

Abatement  Notices 


2.  Public  Health  Act,  1936  (Section  269) 

(Nuisances  arising  from  Moveable  Dwellings) 

Preliminary  Notices 

3.  Public  Health  Act,  1936  (Section  44) 

Preliminary  Notices 

4 Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955 

Preliminary  Notices 
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HOUSING 


It  is  very  disappointing  to  have  to  report  that  the  opportunity 
afforded  owners  of  houses  by  means  of  the  Discretionary  and  Standard 
grants  is  not  taken  advantage  of  to  provide  the  essential  amenities 
required  by  tenants  in  the  homes 

In  my  opinion,  it  is  not  too  much  to  ask  the  owners  of  properties 
to  install  these  amentieies  where  it  is  at  all  possible. 

A constant  supply  of  Hot  and  Cold  water  for  use  in  the  bathroom 
is  an  amenity  every  house  should  possess  as  well  as  a good  standard 
of  fitness  with  regard  to  repairs  and  perhaps  one  day  our  legislators 
will  enforce  the  amenities  provided  for  by  the  grants. 


HOUSES  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS  and  UNFIT  HOUSES 

ELSEWHERE 


Al.  Houses  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas 


(1)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 


No.  of 
houses 
Nil 


(2)  Houses  included  (bad  arrangement) 

(3)  Houses  on  land  acquired  under  section  43  (2) 


Nil 


H.A.  1957 


Nil 


Not  in  Clearance  Areas 


(4)  As  a result  of  formal  or  informal 
procedure  under  Section  17  (1) 
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A2.  Number  of  dwellings  included  above 
previously  reported  as  closed 


5 
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B.  UNFIT  HOUSES  CLOSED  No.  of 

Houses 

(8)  Under  Sections  16  (4),  17  (1)  H.A.  1957  9 


C.  UNFIT  HOUSES  MADE  FIT  and  HOUSES  IN  WHICH 
DEFECTS  WERE  REMEDIED 

By  Owner  By  L.A. 


After  Informal  Action  by  Local  Authority  49  Nil 

After  Formal  Notices  under 

(a)  the  Public  Health  Acts  4 Nil 


RENT  ACT,  1957. 

No  applications  were  received  during  the  year  for  certificates 
of  disrepair  under  the  above  Act. 


COUNCIL  HOUSES 

The  usual  visits  were  made  to  the  council  owned  houses  on 
cessation  of  tenancies  and  exchange  of  tenancies  and  the  visits  made 
for  the  above  purposes  number  47. 


Routine  visits  were  made  to  all  properties  with  special  note 
as  to  cleanliness  and  the  small  percentage  of  tenants  who  are  dirty 
is  remarkable.  This  small  percentage  have  to  be  continuously  super- 
vised in  order  to  maintain  a reasonable  standard  of  cleanliness. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Apart  from  the  notification  of  Measles  the  year  was  compar- 
atively unique  as  only  23  other  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were 
notified. 

The  single  case  of  food-poisoning  was  carefully  investigated 
but  the  cause  of  the  trouble  was  not  discovered. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

The  district  is  supplied  with  an  ample  and  satisfactory  water 
supply  by  the  Rhymney  Valley  Water  Board  of  which  the  Bedwas  and 
Machen  Urban  District  Council  is  a consitutent  member. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

The  river  Rhymney,  which  bounds  roughly  the  Western  side 
of  the  district,  is  gradually  improving  in  cleanliness  and  the  Rivers 
Board  have  done  very  useful  work  in  dredging  the  river  bed  to  prevent 
the  risk  of  flooding  in  the  area. 

The  effluent  from  the  British  Benzol  and  Coal  Distillation 
Plant  is  now  drained  into  the  sewer,  so  that  as  far  as  the  Bedwas  and 
Machen  area  is  concerned,  the  pollution  of  the  river  is  infinitesimal. 


SWIMMING  POOLS 

Again  I regret  to  report  that  damage  was  done  to  the  privately 
owned  swimming  pool  at  Maesycwmmer,  but  after  considerable 
effort  by  the  people  who  are  maintaining  the  pool,  the  whole  bath 
was  scrubbed  out  and  disinfected  and  the  water  changed,  so  that  no 
danger  to  the  users  of  the  pool  would  be  evident. 

The  water  was  tested  and  pronounced  fit  for  bathing  purposes. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

The  Council  have  decided  to  take  part  in  the  National  Survey 
of  Atmospheric  Pollution  sponsored  by  the  Department  of  Scientific 
and  Industrial  Research.  Two  points  have  been  selected  as  suitable 
for  the  setting-up  of  the  appliances  and  the  readings  will  be  taken 
and  submitted  to  the  Department  for  inclusion  in  the  general  scheme. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

A once  weekly  collection  of  household  refuse  is  maintained 
throughout  the  area  and  the  Council’s  decision  to  provide  each  house- 
hold with  a proper  dust  bin  is  still  being  carried  out. 

The  disposal  of  the  refuse  is  by  tipping  and  every  effort  is 
made  to  see  that  the  tip  is  kept  vermin  free  and  to  prevent  it  becoming 
a nuisance. 


SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 


Number  of  shops  in  which  assistants  are  employed  8 

Number  of  other  food  shops  32 

Number  of  Cafes  5 

Number  of  Fish  Frying  Shops  3 


Food  Shops  Registered  under  Section  16,  Food  and  Drugs  Act 

for 


(a)  Manufacture  of  Sausages  and  Cooked  Meats 3 

( b ) Sale  of  Ice-cream  28 

(o)  Sale  and  manufacture  of  Ice-cream  1 


Foods  surrendered  and  condemned. 

The  foods  surrendered  and  condemned  from  the  various  food 
shops  included  the  following  :- 


Number 

Various  canned  fruits  ...  . 213 

Canned  meats  and  vegetables  74  cans 

Canned  fish  and  pastes  38  cans 

Canned  soups  ....  .....  24  cans 
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Other  Foods  condemned  included 

981bs.  of  bacon  and  ham  ; 3 boxes  of  filletted  haddock  ; 28  eggs  ; 
14  lbs  of  imported  lamb  livers. 


FROZEN  FOODS 

Practically  every  food  shop  in  the  area  possesses  a frozen  foods 
cabinet  and  quite  a considerable  trade  is  done  with  these  foods.  On 
one  occasion  during  the  year,  the  electricity  supply  was  cut-off  in 
one  part  of  the  area  for  nearly  6 hours.  The  Wholesalers  of  the  frozen 
foods  were  notified  and  carbo-ice  was  immediately  rushed  to  all  the 
retailers  of  the  foods  in  the  area  affected.  Only  one  shop  was  missed 
and  the  foods  affected  were  surrendered  and  condemned. 


LICENSED  PREMISES 

The  licensed  pemises  in  the  district  number  14  and  have 
been  visited  under  the  Hygiene  Regulations  to  see  that  they  conform. 
The  provision  of  hot  and  cold  water  on  every  count  was  satisfactory 
and  the  general  standard  of  cleanliness  was  very  good. 


CAFES  AND  CANTEENS 

The  cafes  and  canteens  in  the  area  are  regularly  visited  and 
literature  on  the  cleanliness  of  persons  and  the  handling  of  foodstuffs 
has  been  passed  on  to  the  workers  who  are  engaged  in  any  way  with 
the  handling  of  food  for  human  consumption. 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year,  there  were  4 premises  in 
which  the  slaughter  of  animals  for  human  consumption  was  carried 
on,  but  later  in  the  year  one  of  these  premises  was  closed  because 
it  failed  to  reach  the  standards  of  structure  and  hygiene  as  laid  down 
in  the  Regulations. 
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The  largest  of  these  establishments  in  which  the  major  portion 
of  the  slaughtering  is  performed,  is  supplying  meat  to  a large  proportion 
of  the  Co-operative  Society’s  meat  shops  in  South  Wales. 

A full-time  meat  inspector  is  employed  at  this  establishment 
and  a hundred  per  cent  meat  inspection  is  maintained  throughout 
the  district. 


SLAUGHTERING  STATISTICS 


Cattle 

Calves 

pigs 

sheep 

Number  Slaughtered 

3,836 

233 

7,851 

32,795 

Number  Inspected 

3,836 

233 

7,851 

32,795 

CARCASES  CONDEMNED  IN  WHOLE  OR  PART 
affected  by  diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis 


Cattle 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Whole  Carcases  Condemned 

1 

NIL 

16 

26 

Carcases  of  which  part  or 
organ  condemned 

1,816 

NIL 

445 

865 

Percentage  affected  with  disease 

47,36 

NIL 

5.8 

2.71 

CARCASES  AFFECTED  WITH  TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 


Cattle 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Whole  Carcases  Condemned 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Carcases  of  which  part  or 

Organ  condem.ied 

NIL 

NIL 

482 

NIL 

Percentage  affected  with 

Tuberculosis 

NIL 

NIL 

6.1 

NIL 
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Cystercercosis. 

Carcases  of  beef  affected  with  cystercercosis  totalled  4 : none 
generalised  and  were  submitted  for  cold  storage  treatment. 

Percentage  of  cattle  affected  with  Cystercercosis  0.1 


PEST  CONTROL  and  RODENT  DISINFESTATION 

A full-time  Rodent  Operator  is  employed  with  Rodent  dis- 
infestation. 

The  whole  district  is  regularly  patrolled  and  in  addition  to 
work  carried  out  in  dealing  with  complaints,  the  river  banks,  refuse 
tips  and  open  spaces  where  there  is  potential  infestation. 

Again  two  treatments  of  a part  of  the  sewers  of  the  area  were 
carried  out  with  very  encouraging  results  showing  no  undue  infestation 
of  the  sewers. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 

Unfortunately,  there  are  no  large  factories  in  the  district 
apart  from  the  British  Benzol  and  Coal  Distillation  Plant,  where 
considerable  numbers  of  persons  are  employed,  but  maybe  the  future 
will  show  more  development  for  factories  on  the  land  the  Council 
have  acquired  for  this  purpose.  Each  factory  and  work  place  is 
visited  to  see  that  the  requirments  of  the  Factories  Acts  are  complied 
with. 


INSPECTION  OF  HAIRDRESSING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

Regular  visits  were  made  to  the  11  registered  hairdressing 
establishments  in  the  district.  These  premises  and  the  occupiers 
carrying  on  the  business  of  hairdressing  or  barbering  are  registered 
under  the  Monmouthshire  County  Council  Act,  1956,  and  no  person 
can  carry  out  the  business  outlined  above  without  being  registered. 
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A summary  of  the  work  carried  out  in  the  process  of  disinfest- 
ation and  inspection  of  factories  is  appended  hereto. 

Again,  I wish  to  thank  my  colleagues  in  the  office  for  supplying 
some  of  the  information  in  this  report. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  R.  SULWAY, 

Public  Health  Inspector. 
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PRESCRIBED  PARTICULARS  ON 
THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACTS 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


PREMISES 

(1) 

Number 
on  Register 
(2) 

Inspections  Written 
Notices 

(3)  (4) 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1 , 2,  and  4 and 
6 are  enforced  by  Local  Authority 

8 

12 

NIL 

Factories  not  included  above  which  in 
Section?  is  enforced  by  Local 
Authority 

4 

8 

2 

ther  premises  in  which  Seciton  7 is 
enforced  by  Local  Authority 

2 

4 

NIL 

Total 

14 

24 

2 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 

Particulars 

No  of  cases  in 
which  defects  found 

Pro- 

secut- 

ions 

Found 

Remedied 

Provision  of 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

2 

2 

NIL 

There  are  no  Outworkers  in  the  District 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


Type  of  Property 


Non- Agricultural 


(1) 

Local 

Auth- 

ority 

(2) 

Dwell’g 

Houses 

(3) 

Other 

Premises 

(4) 
Total 
of  1, 
2,  & 3. 

(5) 

Agri- 

cult- 

ural 

Number  of 

Properties  in  District 

8 

2,874 

276 

3,158 

42 

Number  of  Properties  Inspected 

as  a result  of 

(a)  Notification 

NIL 

22 

NIL 

22 

NIL 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act 

8 

1,682 

240 

1,930 

34 

(c)  Otherwise 

NIL 

8 

NIL 

8 

NIL 

Total  Inspections  carried  out 

14 

822 

22 

858 

2 

Number  of  properties 
found  to  be  infested 

(a)  Rates  (Major) 

(Minor) 

(b)  Mice  (Major) 

(Minor) 


Number  of  Treatments 


by  Local  Authority 

7 

225 

3 

235 

NIL 

Total  Treatments 
Carried  out 

16 

242 

3 

261 

NIL 

by 

1 

3 

1 

4 


NIL  NIL 
204  2 

NIL  NIL 
21  3 


1 NIL 
209  6 

1 NIL 
28  2 


No  action  was  taken  under  Section  4 of  the  Act,  and  no  “ Block  ” 
control  schemes  carried  out. 


